
 

Mon 16 Sept - Te Kākano (Years 0-3) swim- 

ming lessons next 2 weeks 
- Board meeting 6.00pm 

Wed 18 Sept Term 1 2025 enrolment ballot 

applications close 

Mon 23 Sept Sexuality Education — parent 

evening 6pm 

Wed 25 Sept 

 

- Jump Start 2.00pm 

- Assembly 2.15pm 

Fri 27 Sept - Sausage sizzle $2 

- Colour Run 2.15pm 
- Term ends 3pm 

Tues 15 Oct Russley Music Night 7.00pm 

Fri 25 Oct Teacher-only day 

Mon 28 Oct Labour Day public holiday 

Mon 14 Oct Term 4 begins 

11 September 2024 
  

Week 8 Term 3 
 

 Our parent gathering this week focuses on the junior school.  
Over a cuppa, we’ll chat about structured literacy, maths,  

science and fitness, and teachers will take parents on  
 a tour of the junior classrooms. All welcome. 

Huihui Mai — Come Together 

Thursday 12 September 3.10pm, hall foyer 

https://www.busybumbles.co.nz/Our-Locations/Russley/


Principal’s Message  
Tēnā koutou katoa. Nau mai haere mai ki 
te kura Te Parito Kōwhai Russley.   
 

Others matter = We succeed together 

At this stage of the term, tolerances can 
become a little stretched. The constant and 

intense relationships, that are part of hav-

ing 465 students bouncing around togeth-
er, create lots of energy but can also wear 

relationships thin too. 
 

We can demonstrate that ‘others matter’ in 
a myriad of ways. Being kind and consider-

ate shows that you care and that the other 
person matters. It is unrealistic to expect 

everyone to be ‘friends’ with everyone; 
what we can expect from each other is that 

we can respect people, as people. In its 

simplest form, this starts with us not disre-
specting or hurting each other. We look for 

ways to acknowledge and support others, 
rather than make comments that are de-

signed to bring people down. 
 

At school, we set high expectations for how 
people treat each other. How we talk to 

each other is one of the easiest ways to 

check in with how we are all going. If this 
isn’t happening for your child, then please 

talk with your child’s teacher about what is 
going on. By valuing and seeing that others 

matter, we can then succeed together. 
 

Winter sport coaches 
I take this opportunity to thank the parents 

who contributed to our winter sport pro-

gramme. Your commitment greatly added 
to the student experience. We appreciate  

 

your time and support. Basketball coaches, 
in particular, started way back in term 2 

and as the season draws to a close, we 
acknowledge the additional time and exper-

tise. 
 

Getting ready for 2025 
The staff has begun planning for 2025. If 

parents know their child/ren will not be 

attending Te Parito Kōwhai Russley School 
next year, please email details to the office  

reception@russley.school.nz. 
 

A couple of general reminders… 

• Uniform - please support your child/

ren to look their best in our school 

uniform. Some second-hand uniform 
items are available at the office for $5.  

• An early reminder that sunhats are 

required by all students in Term 4. 

• Traffic on Cutts Rd - please view Cutts 

Rd as a ‘no turn-around’ road. In-
creasing instances of dangerous driv-

ing are of concern. Please use the 
roundabout at Woodbury St if you 

need to change direction. U-turns or 

using neighbours’ driveways to turn 
around simply blocks the traffic and 

creates risk. To avoid the need for 
double parking and blocking the busy 

street, children can walk a short dis-

tance to get to the school entrance.  
 

Ngā mihi 
 

Greg Lewis  
Tumuaki | Principal  

principal@russley.school.nz  

Kōwhai Awards 

Focus: Auahatanga 

Te Kākano (Years 0-3) 

Yuto Sasaki, Clark Aliwate, Izzy Rouse, 

Amna Dawood, Phoebe Oliver, Logan 

Roestorf, Izabella Evenden-Champion, 

Nivaya-Jaide Larkin-Samuel, Nathaniel 

Greaves, Zach Croton, Veera Sandheep, 

Mason Butler, Leo Le, Xavier O’Connell, 

Alysiah Manson, Finn Gillespie 

Te Tohu Kōwhai Winner—Te Kākano  
Lylah Palmer 

Te Māhuri (Years 4-6)  

Florence Gilmer-Potter, Lucas Meireles, 

Vinuthi Hewa Lunuwilage, Beau James 

Fihaki, Haylee Greene, Harper Turner, 

Senadi Gedara, Emily Saleh Barsoum,  

Mason Oliver, Tasha Perera, George 

Turnbull, Ruby–Grace Yellowlees 

Te Tohu Kōwhai Winner—Te Māhuri 
Connor Weir 

Te Kōhure (Years 7-8) 

Billy Bateman, Ashton Adams, Duo Xu, 

Willow Rentoul, Aria Nairn, Vyella ‘Asi, 

Jakob Roberts, Blake Weir 

Te Tohu Kōwhai Winner—Te Kōhure  
Angus Li 

Sexuality Education—parent 
evening 
 

In the first two weeks of Term 4, Russley 

teachers will be presenting to all students 
an education unit on relationships and sex-

uality.   
 

Navigating the Journey is a comprehensive, 
age-appropriate programme developed by 

Family Planning for delivery in primary and 
secondary schools. It aligns with Ministry of 

Education guidelines on relationship and 
sexuality education. 
 

A parent and whānau information evening 

will be held on Monday 23 September 
at 6.00pm in Te Ura 3&4 classrooms. We 

welcome your attendance. Please note—this 

meeting is not suitable for children. 

School Journal Author 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Congratulations to Ethan whose poem, A 
Lounge of Little Lizards, was published in 

the June issue of the iconic School Journal. 

Such a fabulous achievement to have stu-
dent writing published alongside works by 

celebrated adult writers from Aotearoa NZ.  

Christchurch Schools’ Music 
Festival 
Russley School’s choir will perform at the 
Christchurch Town Hall on Thursday 24 

October. Tickets for sale at Ticketek. Russ-
ley’s choir will be seated on the left-hand-

side of the auditorium, so spectators 

should select right-hand-side seats, for 
best view of the Russley kids. 

Russley Music Night 
Tues 15 October 7.00pm  
 

This event is rescheduled to Term 4. The 
following groups will perform: Ukulele 

Orchestra, Rock Band, Brass Band, North 
West Choir and Percussion Group. 

Head lice are on the move at Russley School. We ask parents to 

please check their children’s hair and treat any infestation immedi-
ately to limit its spread. Infestations of head lice should be dealt 

with long before it becomes either highly visible or irritating. Treat-

ment must be thorough, regular and carried out over a period of 
weeks. We appreciate parent support regarding this. 

 

mailto:reception@russley.school.nz
mailto:principal@russley.school.nz
https://premier.ticketek.co.nz/shows/show.aspx?sh=CSMF24


 
 
 
 
 
 

Can you sing? 
Dance? Mime? Juggle?  
Why not audition for   
Russley’s Got Talent ? 

 

Entry forms available in Room 78 

register by Wed 18 September 
 

Categories: 
Junior (Years 0-3) 
Senior (Years 4-8) 

special guest appearances  
 
 

Attention grown-ups — if you  
are an entertainer or know of a 

community group that might  
perform, please Email  

sophie.lennon@russley.school.nz  
 

Final will be held on 
 

Friday 8 November 

Dance  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Te Parito Kōwhai Russley School entered 3 soloists into the Dance NZ Made 

event held recently at the Aurora Centre. The dancers performed solos cho-
roegraphed by past-pupil Amelia Nicholls. Results: Mia—Year 6 winner, Har-

per—Year 5 runner-up, Aimee—Year 5 second runner-up. We are proud of 

their success. 

Hockey  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Russley’s Year 7/8 hockey team competed last week at Centrals Winter Sport 
Tournament, representing the NW Zone. The team played well and reached 

the quarter finals, eventually finishing 8th. An impressive performance con-
sidering the squad is made up entirely of Year 7’s! 

Russley had twelve Year 7/8’s and seven Year 5/6's competing in the Primary Sport Canterbury duathlon at Ruapuna on Monday.  

Everyone did exceptionally well to finish such a taxing bike/run event.  We are proud of our Russley sportspeople. 

Duathlon 

mailto:sophie.lennon@russley.school.nz




Canvas Bag Drama School 

Is your child dramatic and 
loves acting out stories? Our 

Merivale classes promise to be 
joyful creative adventures for 

5-17 year olds. Join us for 

Term 4 theatre fun. Classes 
begin 14 Oct, combining a 

structured fun-filled social 
environment with extensive 

use of improvisation and role-
play. Try a class for FREE!  

www.canvasbag.nz 

Out of School Care 

Busy Bumbles for onsite, be-
fore–and-after school care 

https://
www.busybumbles.co.nz/  

Community Notices 

Karate At Russley   

5 to 13 years — Thursdays 
5pm - 6pm. Adults’ class 

Thursdays 6pm—7.30pm.   
hayden@takecontrol.co.nz  

Love Tennis Day  

Sunday 8 Sept 10am-2pm, 
Riccarton Domain Tennis 

Club, 92 Yaldhurst Rd 
Tennis NZ's annual event when  

tennis clubs around the coun-

try open their doors to the 
community. Bring the family 

and give tennis a go for FREE. 
• Prizes, BBQ, games 

• Coaching for all ages & abili-
ties – no experience necessary 

plus on-the-day discounted 

offers to join the club  
• When you come along, you’ll 

go into a draw for a trip to the 
Australian Open! 

Children’s Theatre Audi-

tion Announcment 
Ahoy there, me hearties! Lumi-

naires is seeking singers, danc-
ers and actors for their next 

major show, “Pirates of the 

Curry Bean”. For ages 8-25. 
No experience necessary. 

For more info and registration: 
https://forms.gle/

PaGDwAc7gNDMP49P7 
If you have any questions or 

would prefer to be involved 

behind the scenes then find us 
on social media or email us 

luminaireschari-
tabletrust@gmail.com  

Christchurch Avon Junior 

Athletics Club  
Well organised, friendly athlet-

ics club catering for children of 
all abilities 5—14years. Club 

nights Wednesdays 5pm-

6.45pm at Burnside High 
School starting 16 October. 

Saturday inter-club at Nga 
Puna Wai all-weather track 

also available. Registration day 
for new members is Monday 

14 Oct 5.00-6.30pm at 

CHAV club rooms – Burn-
side High School (access by 

Greers Rd tennis courts). $122 
per child. Further info, contact 

Marilyn Morrison (Junior Club 

Captain) by email at marilyn-
morrison52@gmail.com  

Football Holiday Camps 

Christchurch United FC will be 
hosting several weeks of foot-

ball camps over the upcoming 
holidays at the United Sports 

Centre designed for young 

children (ages 4-13).  These 
are great camps for kids who 

want to be active and enjoy 
playing and learning football. 

Participants can come for a 
day or the duration of these 

development camps. 
 

• FUNdamentals - First Skills 

Camp (ages 4-7) 

• World Cup - Juniors Foot-

ball Camp (ages 8-12) 
 

https://cufc.co.nz/holiday-

program  
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